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September 4, 1903 



crew, 62 cabin and 160 steerage passengers. The number of pieces of 
freight viseed was 28,451. 

Communicable diseases were reported to the municipal health officer 
as follows: Smallpox, 1 death; typhoid fever, 3 cases; diphtheria, 2 
deaths. The total mortality was 3 foreigners and 146 natives. 

COLOMBIA. 

Report from Bocas del Tor o, fruit port — Smallpox decreasing. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Osterhout reports as follows: Week ended 
August 18, 1903. Present officially estimated population not obtain- 
able. No deaths from smallpox; number of deaths from other causes, 
3; prevailing diseases, smallpox and malarial fever. 

General sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country 
during the week, not good. The last case of smallpox occurring in 
this town was July 23, 1903. This case is still under treatment at the 
isolation hospital. Cases are still being reported at several of the 
subports in the adjacent lagoons. 

Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. 



Name of vessel. 



! Number 
o! crew. 



Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 



Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 



disin- 
fected. 



Aug. 12 
12 

15 



Beverly 39 

Fort Gaines 23 

Mount Vernon j 20 



COSTA RICA. 



Report from Limon, fruit port — Yellow fever in Limon and, vicinity. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Gruver reports as follows: Week ended 
August 20, 1903. Census population, 4,000; number of cases of yel- 
low fever, 4 — deaths, 2; number of deaths from other causes, 6; pre- 
vailing diseases, yellow fever and malarial diseases. 

One death reported above is that of an American, Claud Brewer, of 
Gulfport, Miss. He was employed as stockman on one of the United 
Fruit Company's farms at Guapiles and admitted to that company's 
hospital in Limon on August 5, suffering from malaria. He contracted 
yellow fever and died on August 16. 

General sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country 
during the week, very poor. Yellow fever infection seems to be wide- 
spread. El Noticiero, a paper published in San Jose, reports 4 deaths 
from yellow fever at Zent, a small town about 25 miles from Limon. 
El Dia, also published in San Jose, reports that 2 cases of 3^ellow fever 
were admitted to the hospital San Juan del Dios from places along the 
line to Limon. This hospital is in San Jose. 

Two of the cases reported this week from Limon came from Matina, 
about 24 miles from here. One is Mrs. H. J. Mills, an English woman, 
who died in the Costa Rica Railroad hospital here on August 20. Her 
husband is now ill of the same disease in the same hospital. 
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Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 



Name of vessel. 



Number 
of crew. 



'froni this i P assen « er8 
port I in transit - 



Pieces of 



disin- 
fected. 



Aug. 14 
IB 

18 
IS 

•.'0 



Colombia ' 21 

Olympia 37 

Preston 31 

Alleghany ; 45 

Chiekahoininv i 45 



CUBA. 

Health conditions for the month of June, 1903 — Sanitary conditions 

in Santiago. 

The following is received from Minister Squiers, under date of 
August 12: 

In the district of Habana the death rate decreased in June to 400 
against 448 of the preceding thirty days and against 540 in June 
of last year, and is the lowest figure for the month of June ever 
recorded in Habana as far back as reliable statistics can be obtained. 
This is unquestionably a tine showing, especially when it is remem- 
bered that yellow fever and other contagious diseases have been pre- 
vailing in the neighboring Mexican ports with which Habana is in 
constant communication. Two cases of yellow fever came on ships 
from Tampico, but they were very promptly attended to and no propa- 
gation has occurred. 

The whole island is free from smallpox and yellow fever. In many 
of the provinces the death rate has been abnormally low for the time 
of year, owing principally to the improved methods of sanitation. 
Santiago de Cuba is the only exception to the uniformly good reports, 
the death rate in that city having risen from 77 to 121. This excep- 
tionally sudden change is due to an epidemic of enteritis which has 
broken out among children of tender age, and is probably caused by 
the long drought which prevailed in that district before the rainy 
season set in. Already proper precautions have been taken to clear 
away the tilth which accumulated owing to the drought, and there is 
every reason to believe that it will soon be brought under control. 
Moreover, the Government contemplates building a proper aqueduct 
at Santiago, and when that is done there is no reason why Santiago 
should not be one of the healthiest cities on the island. The United 
States vice-consul at Santiago reports that during the month of Jul}' 
the sanitary condition of the city was exceedingly good and that the 
greatest care and attention were given to sanitation. 



Report from Cienfuegos — Mortality statistics- 
Ventral American, port* — Yellow fever and 
in Venezuela. 



- Quarantine against 
infectious dysentery 



Acting Assistant Surgeon McMahon reports, August 25, as follows: 
Week ended August 15, 1903: One bill of health issued to vessel going 
to a port in the United States. The vessel was in good sanitary con- 
dition and no sickness on board. 

Mortuary report: Tuberculosis, 2; tetanus (infantile), 1; pernicious 
fever, 1; enteritis, 1; malaria, 2; other causes, 10; total, 17. 



